Summaries of Novel Endings

The Gray Nun (Eschstruth)

A man visited the king on state affairs and came into the possession of a golden cross from a nun.  It turns out that this particular nun was dead for quite sometime, so there must have been a supernatural occurrence.  The king assures the man that the cross belonged to the dead nun and ends the short story by telling her said tale.  She was sent to a covenant by her parents although she longed to live, love, and dance.  Because this was not allowed she attempted to poison herself and eventually died while expressing the wish to go out to the royal ball, which was happening at the same time.

Tags: Death, Discovering secrets, 
A Priestess of Comedy (Eschstruth)

Countess Aglae and Hans, a doctor, were childhood friends who had a falling out—at the end of the novel they reconnect on the basis of a common desire to do humanitarian work.  Hans proposes and she accepts claiming it is better to give up her noble lineage for the “nobility of merit.” After the marriage (not described) Aglae turns her father’s house into a hospital and aids the doctor.  The novel ends with both the doctor and his wife being well received at the royal ball, where the former countess (and baroness) was disliked. 

Tags; reconciliation, marriage, dishonor of antagonists, indemnification

On the Cross (Hillern) 

Mr. Freyer became quite ill but was reported to be fortunate enough to live another ten years with his wife.  Ultimately, he died on the cross, performing in the city’s adaptation of the Passion play as Jesus Christ.  This death was claimed to be the happiest death a mortal could endure.  

Tags: death

A Graveyard Flower (Hillern)

The novel ends with the aftermath of the death of a woman, Marie.  She dies and is taken to the count’s graveyard to be buried.  Her lover, Walter, sits at the grave every night into the morning until he also dies in the cold of the winter.  

Tags: death

The Hour will Come (Hillern)

A blind hermit receives bread from a herd boy who otherwise left him in peace.  The hermit believes the boy to be a messenger from God and that he must endure the condition until the bread does not show up any more. The “boy” turned out to be a girl he loved and she died in his arms after suffering from the cold in attempting to procure more bread.  The hermit, Donatus, then left his cave, following the vision of her soul, and he himself also died, and both of their souls ascended.    

Tags: death, lovers reuniting
Lucy, or married from Pique (Junker)

A doctor exclaims how by attempting to benefit larger humanity he ruined the happiness of his family and he fears that his wife will not return to him.  However, she returned and he was quite grateful, falling to her feet in happiness. She was surprised at his distress and revealed that she had no intention of leaving him.  The husband recognizes how dear his wife is to him only when the threat of her leaving was present and the two share pronouncements of their continued love.   

Tags: lovers reunification, woman making everything better, 
Vain Forebodings (Oswald)

Two lovers reconcile at the end of the novel and they agree to marry one another and express their happiness for their future.  It appears that there was a conflict between the two lovers’ parents which is also resolved at the novel’s end.

Tags: lovers’ reunification, reconciliation, marriage

A Madonna of the Alps (Oswald)

A painter, on his way home by ship, meets an old friend in Limone, Italy, who insists that he spend the night with him and not go on his way immediately.  He consents and is brought to the other man’s home.  While approaching the shore, the painter sees his friend’s wife, who he was also befriended with, with a male baby in her arms.  He is in bliss as he passes the night without sleep and the next morning imagines painting another Sistine Madonna, to the liking of his friend’s wife, whom he saw the previous day.   

Tags: …
A Hard Heart (Raimund)

A woman decides not to marry the man she is supposed to and instead asks the man she loves to marry him.  He consents and the two live happily with two male children.  The novel ends with the summaries of the future of other characters, not as fortunate as the two lovers.

Tags: wedding, children, dishonor of antagonists

A New Race (Raimund)

A woman was in love with a blind man and when he regained his sight, she left him and he was heartbroken.  She left him behind a letter stating that she deceived him and cannot tell him the whole truth.  He then discovered the truth and the two reconciled. The last image of the novel is of their daughter at the mother’s knee.
Asbein from the Life of a Virtuoso (Schubin)

A woman, Natalie, is dying of a poor heart, but longs to see her husband once more before she dies.  She has not seen him in the last ten years.  He arrives and the two embrace.  After a short while she dies of a heart attack in his arms and with a smile of freedom on her face.

Blance (Schubin)

A broken-hearted maiden longs for her lover in her sleep and claims to have seen him outside of her window where she reaches out until she falls to her death.  The novel then ends with a story of how a monk made a sculpture of her which is in a museum at Lille as atonement for love betrayed.

Felix Lanzberg’s Expiation (Schubin)

Felix commits suicide and leaves behind a letter.  The morning after Erwin and Elsa (his sister) go to his estate and his sister expresses regret for not showing Felix enough love during his life.  In the note he claims to have sentenced himself to death and for his sister not to take blame and to take care of his son.  At his funeral he is well respected.  

Gloria Victis (Schubin)

The community expected great things from Count Oswald before he died in a duel. It is suspected that his cousin had something to do with setting up the duel. But his cousin proves otherwise by taking care of his estates and his family after his death. Oswald’s wife eventually recovers from her grief and the honor of her husband lives on in her newly born brother who was named after the count.  She often holds him in her arms, as he gives her a fresh interest in life.
Our Own Set (Schubin)

A general returns home from war and meets a friend’s daughter.  Her father (Tryun) arrives and invites the general to breakfast with his sister.  He consents and goes to breakfast where he meets his friend’s niece (Zinka) who is in mourning, because her lover has died.  It is reported that Tryun was happily married and that Zinka was beautiful, but regretted only that her lover was not there.  

The Story of a Genius (Schubin)

A formerly disliked saint returned from death, holding his own head, and brought rain to the community suffering from a drought he inflicted.  The townspeople are happy and create a statue of him in his chapel.  Two unmarried characters, Nino and Carmela, are trapped in the chapel and when the townspeople arrive with the saint’s body, the priest agrees to marry them.

Danira (Werner)

A Tyrolese soldier brings back a Turkish wife from the war he was fighting in, and his parents are very unhappy with the choice and try and force him to live the woman behind.  The town priest then steps in and says that this is an opportunity to convert a pagan to Christianity and the parents should do their Christian duty, and they agree.  Thus, the novel ends with the happy couple returning the home of the soldier’s parents. 

Partners (Werner) 

After an apparently unsuccessful and deceitful business undertaking in America, a German business man plans to return to Germany with his half-German American mistress.  They plan to marry in four weeks time.  

A Family Feud (Harder)

At the end of the novel the family feud is resolved.  Two of the instigators, who attempted to ruin the marriage between the Baron Otto and his wife, fled to America and thus were not charged for financial fraud.  The Baron Otto then reconnected with his wife and created a new estate which pleased her well.  
Quicksands (Streckfuss)

Hugo sights another man’s carriage near his estate and suspects the newcomer might be talking to his wife, so he approaches and eavesdrops, only to find that the man is talking to a different woman.  He returns to his wife happily and reports the news to her dismay.  She had apparently been trying to get rid of the other woman throughout the novel, and the new love affair would mean that she would stay.  The two new lovers marry and have children (no description) and all four adults get along again and live a happy life.
Too Rich (Streckfuss)

At the end of the novel a couple, Herr and Frau Bertram are revealed to have lived a fraudulent life.  They appeared as though they were rich although they were actually thieves.  Herr Bertram was arrested and order appears to be restored.

The Green Gate (Wichert)

The novel ends with two separate weddings.  The four involved were all friends and as such they also determined to celebrate a double wedding at the family estate in due time.  
Serapis (Georg Ebers)

A certain Marcus of noble lineage wished to marry a non-Christian woman.  His mother disliked this idea but when she found out that the bride-to-be (Dada) was resolved in her will to convert to Christianity, she consented. They were married and then moved away to govern the family estates in Cyrenaica.  Marcus and Dada provide for their friends as needed, although they are not visited by his mother.  
Polish Blood ​ (Eschtruth)
Janek attempts to get an audience with the princess, but is intercepted by the wicked Countess Dynar who, though no friend of the princess, maintains that Janek cannot see her because he’s gotten in trouble for singing Polish revolutionary songs. Janek pushes Dynar aside (very gently, Eschtruth assures us) and goes to see the princess unannounced. Dynar runs to the prince, assuming that reporting this breach of etiquette will get Janek banished. Instead, the prince goes to the princess’ chambers and overhears the princess crying about the misery she’s endured at the hands of the court. She admits to Janek that she’s thought about telling the prince, but his jealousy “bars her way to his heart” because he has no faith in women. The prince bursts in, tender embraces abound, and Janek reveals that he’d only sung the revolutionary songs to provoke those who were hurting the princess. Though he is proud of being Polish, “One thing has my German education and adopted country engrafted upon the foreign plant a deep impression of German honor and German loyalty!”

The scene changes to a dying man—Janek’s father—trying to find his son. He is sure that he will find him because “Polish blood cannot deny itself.” He hears Janek singing to his fiancée Xenia, has a religious moment, and cries out to him. Father and son are reunited, it turns out that Janek is royal, and all antagonists retire far away in poor health.

The Wild Rose of Gross-Stauffen (Eschstruth)
Josephine has been nursing the count/minister back to health. The minister’s son Günther returns, and it is revealed Günther and Josephine have always loved each other, but Günther was worried that his friend Hattenheim loved her. In fact, Hattenheim did love Josephine when she was a simple county girl because he wanted a wife who could keep house, but at this point she’s too elegant for him. After some mistaken identity (the count/minister enigmatically refers to Josephine as the “foreign owner” of Lehrbach, thereby concealing her true identity), the story ends in a double wedding. The final scene is a first person narrative about seeing Günther’s painting of Josephine in a museum—titled “Gooseherd Liesel”

Themes: Father-son reunion, mistaken identity, lover’s reunion, wedding(s)

