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a further address to the library interest, de-
finitely naming the date, and setting forth
the points which may usefully be brought up.
Such a conference was held in 1853, but since
then our libraries have grown tenfold, and there
is twenty times the need for co-operation. We
are sure that the conference will prove an effec-
tive meeting.

WE have already undertaken to make a home

point on this subject by the suggestion, in our
number for April 1st, of a plan for co-operative
American cataloguing, which was originally
suggested to us by Mr. Justin Winsor. The
plan is to have the work done by or at the mo-
tion of the publishers ; but the libraries can do
very much by taking hold of the plan and urg-
ing its adoption. This is, that there should be
printed for each book a slip in proper size'and
style for a slip catalogue, which should give
the full bibliographical particulars of the book,
and to which there might be appended, for
advertising purposes, a terse characterization
or summary of the book, or the announcements
of other books forthcoming from the same
house, which latter could be torn off in its use
for library purposes. If such a slip were put
into each book, it would serve many purposes
for libraries, the trade, and individual readers.
The plan has already received. some endorse-
ment from the trade, but we are presenting it
now chiefly in its relation to the libraries. If
such a slip were printed, the libraries could get
as many copies as they desired without diffi-
colty from their local bookseller or from the
publisher ; and it is even suggested that such
aslip can take the place in small libraries of
the book, until the library itself be in a con-
dition to purchase it directly. It would also
be very useful to the library and to the pub-
lisher alike by encouraging members of cir-
culating libraries to order books. In fact, as
we have before said, it seems to us it would be
both profitable to the publisher and useful to
the libraries, and we should be glad if the sug-
gestion should call forth the opinions of the
practised librarians.

THE general desire to visit Philadelphia
directly in connection with the Convention has
led to a proposed change of base as to the
locality for the Convention. It has proved that
Philadelphia is not nearly so crowded as was
at first feared would be the case during the
Exhibition, and all tides, this year, set that way.
The Committee on Assemblies has recently
been discussing the desirability of holding the
Convention at or near Philadelphia instead of
Niagara Falls, and it is quite probable that
fresh endeavors will be made to secure accom-

modations in the neighborhood of “ the Cen-
tennial City.” * The Committee would be glad
to hear from the trade expressions of their
opinions on the desirability of a change.

WE again call the attention of the trade to
the usefulness of our column for * Books
Wanted.” A well-known dealer certifies in
another place to the profit of making use of
this means for obtaining * pick-up copies,” and
we would suggest to libraries also the desir-
ability of using this facility through their local
bookseller.

THE size of this week’s issue, and a variety
of “ancillary” delays, makes our Library
Nuniber really late. We trust our readers
will accept our apology, 'and welcome us as
* better late than never.”

THE PRIZE QUESTION IN FICTION.

WE present this week the result of the an-
swers to the most important Prize Question we
have yet put forth. In order to draw out the
general opinion of the trade, as to “which are
the most salable novels?” (Prize Question
No. 7). we offered extra prizes of $20, $r10,
and $5, for the lists ranking first, second, and
third. It should be noted that from these lists,
works by Bulwer, Dickens, George Eliot, Scott,
and Thackeray were excluded, since they, of
course, stand at the head of standard novelists,
and the works of these alone would easily out-
run the specified number of fifty titles. We
present below a list of over 200 titles which
were mentioned in two or”  answers each,
and these, with the works of the authors above
named, furnish a list of popular fiction which
will be invaluable to the trade, and will have
no little interest, we presume, to librarians and
general readers. The results of these prize
questions, as answered by the trade, may not,
however, altogether coincide with the decision
of librarians as to which are the most popular
books. There is a considerable line of books
which the reader looks always to his circulatin
library for, and which the librarian woulg
therefore enter high on the list of popularity,
whereas the salesman would put them com-
paratively low on his list of sales.

The number of answers to this question was
39, the largest yet received in reply to any.
Their distribution among the trade can be seen
by the following list of names :

LIST OF COMPETITORS.

Amold, W. H., with Flagler & Merritt, Poughkeepsie.
Af‘helrea.d. Wm. H., with J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila-
ia.

Beard, Wm. E., with George E. St & Co., Cincinnati,

Bebian, Joseph, with C, T. Dillingham, New-York.

Brentano, August, Jr., with August Brentano, New-York.

Broadfoot, J. C., with D. Appleton & Co., New-York.

Brown, V. H., with D, Appleton & Co., New-York.

Bucll‘gr. Charles E., with J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadel-
phia.

Cv:riighan. Charles E., with C. T. Dillingham, New-

Dabney, C. K., with E. J. Hale & Son, New-York.




Dick, H. B., with C. T. Dillingham, New-York.

Dietsch, Lewis C., with Turnbull Bros., Baltimore.
Fredericks, John B., with D. Appleton & Co., New-York.
Hagemann, H. W., with D. Appleton & Co., New-York.
Humphrey, G. W., with Roberts Bros., Boston,

Jenkins, A. J., with Cushings & Bailey, Baltimore.

Mason; D. W., with A. Williams & Co., Boston.

Mayer, William C., with John H. Thomas, Dayton, O,
Morrell, A. L., with the St, Louis Book and News Co., St.

Masher, Geo. A., with R. G. Wynkoop & Co., Syracuse.

Nichols, J. A., with Geo. E. Stevens & Co., Cincinnati.

Oswald, Issac, with D. Appleton & Co., New-York.

Pllr::l:, W. S., with the St. Lonis Book and News Co., St.
is.

Rhoades, J. W., with N. Y. News Co., New-York.
Rid'i‘?ll‘ Horace S., with J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadel-
phia.

Shaw, Joseph A., with Tibbitts & Randall, Providence, R. I.
Smith, He{ry L., with Scribner, Welford & Armstrong,

New.Yor!
Smith, John F., with Judd & White, New-Haven.
Smith, Ralph S., with A. Roman & Co., San Francisco.
Somers, Jas. O., with Randall & Co., Columbus, O.
Thomas, George, with J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia.
Thomas, Lawr. B., Baltimore, 1
Thurston, Edwin L., with Tibbitts & Randall, Providence.
Williamson, Wm., with J. B. Lippincott & Co., Philadel-

Winks, John W., Jr., with Turnbull Bros., Baltimore.
Wirth, William, with Dodd, Mead & Co., New-York.
Wright, Robert, with Robert Clarke & Co., Cincinnati.
Wynkoop, Jas. S., with R. G. Wynkoop & Co., Syracuse.
Yahn, J. S., with J. B, Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia.

These answers included 1950 votes, out of
which the highest possible count—namely, on the
%o selected by popular vote—is 1052. Mr. J. B.

redericks, of D. Appleton & Co., New- ork
wms the ﬁrsl rize, with the large proponion

E. Cunningham, with C. T.
Dxl‘l’mgham,

Nlew-York wins the second, on
a count of 859 ; and Mr. C.E. Butler, with ] B.
Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, the third
on a count of 887. Those coming next in order
are Messrs. W. S. Pa.tker. with the St. Louis
Book and News Co.,862; ]. S. Yahn, with J. B.
Lippincott & Co., Philadelphna, 847; Wm. H.
Ashmead, with the same house, 845: J. A.
Nichols, wnth Geo. E. Stevens & Co., Cincin-
nati, 842. The lowest count of the 39 was 550.

The following gives the list by popular vote,
excluding only those titles mentioned by one
competitor alone, of which there were 143.
This statement will enable each competitor to
count up his own standing:

LIST BY POPULAR VOTE.
p Mulock Miss, John Halifax, 12°, $1.

.............................

\1gsL & ;
c.—~6. arﬁr
1 5 Y?‘ g x = ’.pl:;un gc%doi}wrm Ey;:}'. 2; 2:’):1:0“. 3)

3. Alexander, Mrs., The Wooing O't, 16°, $1.25. . Holt.

8°

(4) Evans, A. J., St. Elmo, 12°, $2

| ¢ d: ’)—5. One Summer, IB'. SR 5 b s T Osgoed.
/a ,« &‘Hnmhome, . Scarlet Letter, 12°, 'a-—x% :6‘.

‘B'ﬁﬁﬁ

.................................

(7)) Stwe. Mrs. H. B, Uncle Tom's Cabin, 12°,

Os
{8.) — My Wife and I, v2°, $1.95.......... Ford & Co. ;:
g = .9. Black, W., Princess of Thule, 8°, pap., 75c.. Harger. 28
( i (30.) Evans, A. J., Infelice, 12° $a.......... Carleton. 28
4 {x1.) Roe, h’. P., Barriers Burned Away, 13°, $1.
) %7 05 I)odd 31 73‘ Co. 28
(28.) — Openmg of a Chestnut Burr, 12° g $:. 7il
& Co. 38

13, Dumas, Alex., Count of Monte Cnsto, 8°, pap.,
$1.50—17; Clo., $1.75—8. ... Peterson (Rontlodge, s)
ra, Evans, A. J., Beulah, x2°, $x.75.......... Carleton.

26
25

¢

(15.) Stowe, Mrs. H. B., We and our Nexghbon

8%, BLT8 s vicocananrasosensapsncne cnasnty woe Ford.

(16.) Warner, Misses, Wide, Wide World, 12°, 'l 75-
Lippis

.

1;. Alcott, Louisa M., Little Women, 2 v.. x6°.R Sx

8.) Holland, J. G., Sevenoak °, $1.75.
L 1 ria “"}m".Aa-a.

(19.) Roe, E. P,, From Jest to Earnest, x2° ‘! 78. h__,/-

M. & Co.
Hugo, V., Les Miserables, 8°, $2.50—1 9
o R Caricten (8°, $u.50, Peterson—a: Hurst & B.—1)
2t. Collins, Wilhe, Woman in Wlute, u", .l: 50—9:
8°, pap., $1—12.. e ¢ [cr
(22.) cher, Clarl.e. Clurles O'Mal pap.
—14; 8° clo., $2—6 ...Peterson ( enchnits —l)

ag.l(arhu.l...Oldlhmselles SQCIEK,IG"L.’"K.‘.“’

on. E., Hoosier Schoolmaster, 12°, $1.2
Orange ¥ Co.
(as. M. C., Rutledge, 12°, $1.50..... Carleton.
(16.) Holmes, l(n. M. J., Tempest and Sunshine,
28% B2.50. cocooreoecaaincnnaaiianiins cuna Carleton.
(a7.) Marlitz, E., The Second Wife, 12°, $1. o
onge, C. M., H f Redclyffe, 12°
Y g, . i (G &, ot 71-3-:"?1:-—5)
29. Whitney, Mn ., Hitherto, 12° $2
Hawthorne, N., The Marble Faun, 12°, §2—8;
3ﬂ.ll'. $2.50—9 .. O:M
IS8 [0 Leln Ri o,
Q:)Holmdln.uj vers, 1 815:}“"
Porter, The Scottish Chi 12°, 3%,
fnd  siakias lp[cu::th('l’or;:‘&’o— C.—6)
, Grifith Ga 8°,
(33)) Reade, C. um, rnbp ‘l
Wood, M H..Eu!l.ue 8, pn
(Jz‘l)o.. $1. ss-:-. ............ Y ick & £
35. Holmeo.uu M. ], Weuhvrn,n .3150

24

c ~==30.
0«“—1)
C.—243

—1)

arletom. 16

36.) Tmtphcm. Baroness, The Initials, 12°, ;:l '7:‘,’-

37. Aunerback, Berthold, On the Heights, 12°, $a..olt.
(38.) Evans, A. J., Vashti, 12° $a............Carleton.
(39-) Holland, J. G., Arthur Bonbicastle, 12°, Sx.1a

) Howells, W D., A Chance Acquaintance, 18°, $1.50
(‘?-u 12°, $2—¢ Osguvod.
(41.) deonald George, Robert Falconer, :2°, §1.75.
housatid o
Warren, S., Ten T a Year, 8°, pap., $1.50
(“—)8 clo., ‘o——) ......................... iP etersen.
43. Cooper, J. F"The Last of the Mohicans, 8°, pap.,
1S S e SO eten (8%, 83, Hird & Ho—3)
Reade, C., Very Hard Cash. (z6°, $1—.

o " 0:201)8’ PaPp., 50 C.—I0.. ’-‘Iarfn-
“ Quida,” Under Two Flags, 12°, $1.50. anﬁm

6.) Sue, Eu.ene, The Wandering Jew. $2—6;
(‘pzp.,";, 80=5....... Pelerson (132°, §1 Ldp—-t)
(47' .) Whitney, Hn.. Faith Guueys erlhood 'L”:a s

H . M. C., Old Myddleton's Money, 8°, .50 &
48. Hay yd: ey. pﬁn's:'

(49.) Ingelow, Jean, Fated to be Free, 12°, 3:.1}.

.....................................

‘(s0.) Maslite, E., Gold Elsie, 12°, $1.50. ... Lipgincet?.
(sz.) Reade, C., Put Younelf in his Place, 8°, 75 c.—11,
‘r"' (x6°, $1, Osgved—1).
Roche, R. M., Children of the Abbey, 12°, §:—8.
i 2 ippimcott woott (Povier & ce'-; : A”Zmr—:).
(s3.) Warner, Misses, Queechy, 12°, $x 75... Lippincots.

Bronte, C., Shi 2°, $1.50—3;
u‘ gt ‘Ilfamr (16' L:[M-tm—ﬂ)

Iogliol, TV D% the Skalligs, o0 8r70m.rr e Roberts.
Prentiss, Mrs. E., Stepping Heavenward, u'k‘x.ls.
Tautphceus, Baroness, Quits, 12°, $1.75... .. Ligpincolt.

Verne, Jules, The Tour of the World in Elghty Days,
18° .'Sx 50—10; 8% $3—%... tiiiciciiranannn Osgoed. _
Black, W., Strange Adv
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3
Collns. Wilkie, Mag’ and Wife, 8°, pap., 3:—-6. 12°, Ho!men. Mrs. M. ]., Ethelyn’s Mistake, 12°, $1.50.
#1.50—4. arper. 10 Carleton. 5 8" -
10 | Maslite, E., Countess Gisela, 12°,°81.50..,.Ligpincots. s é—-‘
Hulo_ck, Miss, My Mother and I, 12°, $1.50... Harper. § —.X 4
10 | % Quida,” Granville de Vigne, 12°, $1.50. .. Ligpincott. § — ) t
so | Reade, C.. A Terrible Tempration, 8% so c.—s. x i
; arper (16°—1, Osgood). s ~— va.
y . Rt Thaddeus of Watw, i et 10 W!umey, Mrs., Real Folks, 12°, $r.50.......... Osgvod. s é
£ Lippincest (Porter & Co—s). 10 Wichert, E.: Green Gates, 12°, $1.75 ..... Lippincott. s — (Lesr~
(57 Reade, C., Foul Play, 8°, pap., 35 c.—6 (l;;—x ‘L‘:‘:;“‘g‘ “; w::"‘ e e i
3 . a«"‘ arper—3). 10 aughter of Heth, 8°, pap.,s0c. Y
#, ¥~ Bmddon, Miss M. E., Aurora Floyd. 8°, pap., B . | Charles, Mn.. %:.hg'n:'erx-Con; an;'t, . '.::k' 4
. arper. o : 16°, $1—3.. Dodd, M. & Co.
a‘? W Wilhe No NMR' tz"..l‘ ,,_‘ 3. P‘ﬁ" soc. C?llml, Wlllne, A New Magd’llon. 12°, $1.50. Hsrft:. :
@ j l-‘ Th. sw i arper. g | Disraeli, B., Lothair, 8°, pap., $1............ Appleton. 4
Cooper ! . p.. c.l;:'.‘nz. 8. 3':)-4. E Harland, M., From My Youth Up, 12°, $1. so.Carlm 4
Holmes, M. J., En:lnh Orphsns. 12°, §1. =4 o i Meree RS 4
s $1.50.. Carieton.
5’ d. Anvals of 5 Ouias’ NAABEAE. 9 Havthome. N., vae-'l‘old Tllu. 2 v, lG’, 34—-::
ll-doml“. 5 75_1&0-“. T e Nt | M e i s sgvod. 4
) Whitney, Mrs., Other Girls, 1%, $a........... Osgood. o Holnu. Mrs. M. J., Cameron Pride, 12°, $1.50.
b R Aguilar, G., Home Influence, 12°, $1........ Appleton. 8 | _ Marion Gray, 12°, § it
{ -lot.hets Recompense, 12° $3............Agpleton. 8 Hughes, T, s!l;oop'p:soug ........ ;.....Corlctu. 2
) MJ ‘FMI;E, Which Shall It Be? 16°, $1.95.. Holt. 8 Kavanagh .‘l N“h.“,y',,o ‘I:‘:;,' il 8!3’0’?’:01 *
. gy S il 78 s 388 Biias. wdll U, om. 4
Y Deersl ;f"h. ;-” = X3-K !.{‘ _33)—0- g | Lawrence, G. A., Guy Livingstone, 12°, $1.50. Harper. 4
I;.hnd. M., Alone, 12°, 3: [ PR A Carleton. 8 Le Sag (E;,thz.a.(ﬁ;,;m Port, ¢ ;:I’
5"‘— rue as Steel, 2% $1.50.. .. .cnvan .. Carl«o- 8 | Trollope, A., Orley Farm, 8°, —’; n&'C—x). s
: m&pn. Midshipman Easy, 12°, 8:-:—6 — Way We Live Now 8°, §a i Z‘::: p
................................. on. 8 D S it
.G St. G and = Yonge, C. M., Dﬁ Chain, 12°, $1.75—2
‘175..." ........................... S Lukh.“l)’::l 8|p AI (cr. 8%, $1.75, Ma : ) =
! “ Ouida,” Signa, 12° $2.... ..cccveennnn.. Lippincett. 8 V. S AMCRAEDLT; Ws; 93 < - :
Roc, E. P., What Can{She Do ? “o, $17 Black, W., Three Feathers, 8°, pap., Ot......flarﬂr- 3
. ~ .M. & Co. 8 | Braddon, Miss, Lady Audley’s Secret, 8°
4 ;&Id. George, Consnelo, 12° $r.%0.......... Peterson. |8 ' ”B‘ ""r ’c-p' 3
Stacl, Mme. defCorinne, 12°, $1.75............ Mason. 8 | Cervantes, DoniQuixote, 12°, §1—2. §
< =-Alcott, Louisa M., Old-Fashioned Girl, 16°, ‘! p Cockton, H., Valentine VL."’“‘“ e
> ton, H., ox, 8°, $§a—1x ; 8°, Co—2,
o Collins, Wilkie, The Moonstone, 1s°, $1.50... Hamr ; 3 z ' 1‘}“" - v
‘:“ Cooper, J. F., The Puhﬁndcr, 12°, $1. ;;_’ sc__‘. Collins, Wilkie, Armadale, xa°, $1.50—2 ; 8°, ';,—x.
ipleton ( . =1). C Pilot et 3
cf’i.? )\ — Hardy, T., Far from the Maddm; Crowd, 16°, $1.2 ”5 ! e, The ;;1' Zf: (g "" —;f . )
& o} 3‘ o X
(7] X" ~ A Puir of Blue Eyes, 16°, $1.85............... ”:“. ; Couhon G. J. A., The Odd Trump, 8°, $r.25....Hal. :
Hawth N.. The House of the S Gables, 16° Cummins, Maria S., The Lamplighter, 12°, $1.75.
$1.25—6; 26% $2—1..ceuonnn i Ou-wd' 7 risoe M 3
6 Holmes, Mrs. M. J., Edna Browning, 12°, $1.50. A K 'l:m“ (,S;,,-,,;,}?" ’!; & C—1)
e —1; Porter —1) 3
f‘ — Millbank, 12° $1.50... ....covnunnnnenn.n Carleton. : :‘ « 8., A% A i Corfiioe. 3
Kingsley, Charles, Hypatia, cr. 8, $1.75. Macweill olmes, Mrs. M. J., Darkness and Daylight, 12°, $1.50.
75 an. 7
Lover, S., Handy Andy, 12°, ’x 1;6. Howells, gl
8 ¥ (Rousisfoss). 5 W. D., Foregone Conclusion, 12°, $2.0sgved. 3
Mardicz, E., Lietle Noodud Bltucdas, =, $1.75. T T Ton Reng s i
Lippincott. Havper—a) 3 .
\>\ ~Reid, C., A Question of Homoe, 19°, $t.50. .4 ; Hugo, V., Ninety-Three, 8°, pap., 25 C........ Harper. 3——4: v
Sue E., Mysteries of Paria, 8°, §s—3 ; Aficton, Kingsley, C. Westward Ho, 8°, $1.75...... Macmillan. 3
g? Peterson ( l&ullcdp—-z). y Marryat, Capt., Peter Simple, 16°, $1.25—1; 12°, pap., !
¥ Goldsmith, 0“ Vicar of Wakefield, 1a°, $1—s3. SOC—B ....ceicaciesiacnenis saeeesaas Appleton. 3
Appueton (L,”,.“ﬂ_’ Plfuﬂ—l) ¢ | Mulock, Miss, Life fora Life, 13°, $1.50..... . Harger. 3
. My Little Lady, 16°, $1.95.......ccccce ..... Bl & | PoryLanhis, Bero Carthew, 10% §s35............ el 3
 Whitney, Mrs., We Girls, 12°, $t.50............ Ouat. o | TRO K5 CEM A, o, BE ... o0 Ougeed
X§— Aloott, Louisa M., Eigh Tl T, 3
. ght Cousins, 16°, $1.50. .. Roderts. s ilton, Tempest-Tossed, 12° $1.75....... Sheldon. 3
— Little Men, 16°% $1.50....cuveeenneinnannns Roberis. s Veme, J., Tweaty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea, -
Al der, Mrs., Ralph Wilton's Weird, 16°, $r.25. u.‘xGD.‘B .................... Osgvod. 3 —
X olt. Aguilar, Grace, Days of Brucs, 2 v., xﬁ‘. ‘. Aﬂldou 2
A ~Blackmore, R. D., Lorna Doone. 8°, pap., 75 c.Harger. : Andersen, H. C., The lmp\'ovkltore, -4
Broughton, Rhoda, Good-Bye, Sweetheart, x:" 3;‘ .50. Boecher. H. W.. Norwood % m’s ¥ &H a
ppleton.  H, W, o T8% PBescsirsoans oae ord. a
e% Co‘oper J. F.; The Pioneers, 12°, $r.50—3: 8°, do . § Bronté, C., Villette, 12°% $1.50....ccc.venennnn Harper. 3
1.35—z 3 8°, pn.p 3 75 ComTuvannnnearnnnenn Appleto s | Broughton, Rhoda, Nancy, 12°, §1.50 . ....Agpleton. 2
— The Prairie, 12°, $1.5c—4 ; 8°, pap., 75 c. -;.} " Clse'me’ns. S. L..and Warner, C. D., The Gilded
tom. 5 QB Biicensnres sesnsnsnrsncansinn Awme. Pub. Co.
De Mill i e
; le, J., Dodge Club, 8°, $1.25—3; 8°, pa -—3. " Collins, Wilkie, The Law and the Lady, 13°, !;,o Al
~~Fleming, M. A., Norine's Revenge, 12°, $1.75. Cooper, J. F., The Water-Witch, 8°, 83...4 7ol
Carteton. s Y % N h, 8°, 83... wrd & H. s
— A Terrible Secret, 12°, $2.75.......c0unuen Carleton. s Ok 3 e Foisiany o &.’s'ﬂalc
—~ A Wonderful Woman, 12°, $1.75 Carleton. rﬂr' .
4 3 I8 i sseess . 5§ | De Mille, J., Cord and Creese, 8° $1.25...... Ha . 32
ﬁ Harte, Bret, Luck of Roaring Camp, 16°, $1.50.0sgvod. 5 ' — The Cryptogram, 8%, $1.50........ ....... Harper. 2

d
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Douglass, A., In Trust, 12° $1.50......... .Lee & S.

Sa(. ~—— Dumas, A., Edmond Dantes, 8°, pap., 75. ... Peferson,
—

— Three Guardsmen, 8°, $r.75.... ......... Peterson.
Edwards, Mrs. A., Archie Lovell, 8°, §1.7s...Skeldos.
— Ought We to Visit Her, 8°, pap., $1....... Sheldon.
Eggleston, E., The End of the W 12°, $1. ‘
e orldbr“:' y’:a Ce.
Evans, A, J., Inez, 12° $2.75.....ccc0uunnn. Carleton.
— Macaria, 312°, $2.75.......... G0 e e e s e Carletfon.

Fleming, M. A., A Mad Marriage, 12°, $1.75.Carlefon.
Harland, Marian, From My Youth Up, 12°, .z_.sn.

Hillern, Von, W., Only a Girl, 12°. §a...... Lippincots.
Holmes, O. W., Elsie Venner, 12°, §a..........Osgvod.
I ham, Rev. J. H., The Prince of the House of
Wi, 29% B0 cnoessvonanivass s iass Roberts.
Jay, W. M. L. Shiloh, 12° $a.......... v Dution.

Lever, Charles, Tom Burke of Ours, 8°—1.
Petersen, (3 v., 16°, Tancknils.)

Lewald, E., Huldal; 12°, $1.75........ .- Ligpincost,
Longfeliow, H. W., Hyperion, 16°, $1.50....... Osgvod.
Macdonald, G., Alec Forbes, 8, pap., 75 ¢.... Harper.
»¢-Mulock, Miss, A Brave Lady, 12°% $1.50...... Harger.
—Hannah, 12° $1.50.... ....ccceveivenn o

M inions and Betsey Bobbitt, 8°,
¥ Opt . “Tu. Pub. Co.
Parr,’ Louisa, Dorothy Fox, 8°, $1.35...... Ligpincett.
Porter, Rose, Summer Driftwood, 12°, $s.. .. Randalsh.
X~Reade, C., Cloister and the Hearth, 8°, so c..Harper.

— Love Me Little, Love Me Lon’.is‘. 50 C.

arper (16°, Osgood.)
— Never Too Late to Mend, 8°, soc..........Harper.
— White Lies, 8%, 50 Cecuvuunennnnnnnnerannnns Havper.

Smith, J. P., Courting and Farming, 12°, $1.7s.
+ Courting ing, 12 8173"

_— Widow Goldsmith's Daughter, 12°, 81 75..Carlefon.

X— Southworth, Mrs. E. D. E. N., How He Won Her, 12°,

Brigs) R e e Peterson.
Tautphoeus, Baroness, At Odds, 12°, $1.75.

. : Lippincott.

Thomas, Miss A., He Cometh Not, She Said, 8°, P&ap.,

B avnaesindnanions v ainiansbaise s se et Harper.

50
X=Trollope, A., Can You Forgive Her? 8°, pap., zzso.
3 . arper.
— Dr. Thorne, 13°, $1.50—1; 8°—z........... Harper.

_ Whitney, Mrs., Leslie Goldthwaite, 12°, $1.50..Osgvod.

X —Yonge, Miss C. M., Dove in le’s Nest, cr. 8°, §1.75.
X ' " (Macwitan—s ; Appletoniy

It is proposed later to work up the results of
this prize question into a little enclosure cat-
alogue of select fiction, which booksellers may
distribute to their customers, or libraries keep

for the benefit of their readers.

It is proposed

to print it neatly at 2 minimum price per hun-
dred, and it is hoped that it will be a trade tool

of no little value.

PRIZE QUESTION, No. g.

Whick are the most salable Works of Referemce ?

Give twelve titles, in the following order, as
usual ; Author, title proper, number of volumes,

if more than one, size, price, publisher,

This list, excluding purely technical and pro-
fessional works, also catalogues of books,
should embrace only popular works of refer-
ence that ought te be found at any public
library or reading roum, with easy access to the
general reader, such as cyclopzdias, concord-
ances, dictionaries, gazetteers, and general
handbooks of literature, arts, and sciences.
One or more works on English literature,
courses of reading, etc., may be properly in-

cluded.
Answers must be received by June roth.

RULES FOR COMPETITORS.

1. The object of the questions is to elicit answers as to
which books and editions have, independent of local or
ephemeral interest, become standard or popular works in the
American market, hence safe stock for investment.

8. A prize of §5 will be awarded for that answer which

udes the greatest n:_‘bq of mwm:lu on whic:fmll‘:p::;m
gemerally agree, or which, in the judgment of ¢ tor,
may otherwise be most fnix‘-ly representative. :
Every subscriber and every employee of a subscriber
ina’ividua are ‘entitied to compete.

4- The answers shall consist of a list of works on a given
topic. The short title is sufficient, but number of volumes,
si®, price, and name of publisher must be invariably given.

s. The titles should be and numbered accordinf
te tbeipopnhrity each work holds in the opinion of the
competitor.

. 6. The titles must be written legibly with ink, on one side

of only, foolscap preferred, each title in separate
p.m wichl opece hetwaun tiths for cutting Cheough
SCiSSOrs.

with

7. The list must not contain a number of titles
than is demanded in the question. ere there are various
editions of a work, only the preferred edition should be
given,

8. Each list must be headed by the number of the Prize
Question, and signed with fuil of competitor.

If several competitors should t lists of equal
d:i.ntothepﬁae.itmnbeawudel by lot.

10. The name of the successful competitor shall be pub-
lished with his list, and the amount of the prize remitted
immediately after publication.

12. The result of the answers will be published four weeks

publication of the question.

12. All communications should be addressed, Editor Pua~
Lisuzks’ WeekLy, P. O. Box 4295, New-York.

These rules are subject to amendment whenever the Edi-
tor finds it expedient,

The answers to Prize Question, No. 8,
“Whick are the most unsystematic, and therefore
most unprofitable trade lists, both for publisker and

bookseller " will appear in our next issue.
INDEX TO ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS PRIZE
QUESTIONS.

No. 1. Biography......ccccoviniiennnnnnnnns Feb. 12, 1876
No. 2. Agriculture...........coooeiinnnaann March ¢, “
No. 3. Political Economy.......coocaiueannn March 28, *
No. 4. Horticulture......cooocnnvvicicennanns April 1, “
No. s. Revolutionary Literature....... ... April 15, *
No. 6. Publishers’ Trade Lists............... April 29, “
No.y. Nowels: - . 0ol faidindelolhsn ey May 20, *

BOOKSELLERS will please notice that the
Literary News for June, will contain a reprint
of the Prize Question on Novels, which at this
season will make it specially valuable by aid-
ing the general reader in making his selec-
tions for summer reading.

THE CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION.

It is difficult in beginning any detailed de-
scription of the book department of the Centen-
nial Exhibition, to decide what first to speak of.
We gave hastily last week a brief but general
review of the features to be noted in the
World's Fair by those interested chiefly in
books. But to do even this line of exhibits
justice, seemsa vain task. We shall be obliged
to give what we can in this issue, and to con-
tinue more detailed descriptions from number
to number, as space and occasion serve.

It is worth while to point out, first, the very
great value which the opportunities of compat-
ison offer to the American publisher and to all




